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peaceful and ever loving. It is only his love which on due occa-
sion compels him to non-co-operate. The father himself under-
stands this loving non-co-operation. He cannot endure abandon-
ment by or separation from the son, is distressed at heart and
repents. Not that it always happens thus. But the son's duty
of non-co-operation is clear.
Such non-co-operation is possible between a Prince and his
people- In particular circumstances it may be the people's duty.
Such circumstances can exist only where the latter are by nature
fearless and are lovers of liberty. They generally appreciate the
laws of the State and obey them voluntarily without the fear of
punishment. Reasoned and willing obedience to the laws of the
State is the first lesson in non-co-operation.
The second is that of tolerance. We must tolerate many laws
of the State, even when they are inconvenient. A son may not
approve of some orders of the father and yet he obeys them. It is
only when they are unworthy of tolerance and immoral that he
disobeys them. The father will at once understand such respectful
disobedience. In the same way it is only when a people have
proved their active loyalty by obeying the many laws of the State
that they acquire the right of civil disobedience.
The third lesson is that of suffering. He who has not the
capacity of suffering cannot non-co-operate. He who has not learnt
to sacrifice his property and even his family when necessary can
never non-co-operate. It is possible that a Prince enraged by
non-co-operation will inflict all manner of punishments. There lies
the test of love, patience, and strength. He who is not ready to
undergo the fiery ordeal cannot non-co-operate. A whole people
cannot be considered fit or ready for non-co-operation when only
an individual or two have mastered these three lessons. A large
number of the people must be thus prepared before they can non-
co-operate. The result of hasty non-co-operation can only lead
to harm. Some patriotic young men who do not understand the
limitations noted by me grow impatient. Previous preparation is
needed for non-co-operation as it is for all important things. A man
cannot become a non-co-operator by merely wishing to be one.
Discipline is obligatory. I do not know that many have undergone
the needful discipline in any part of Kathiawar. And when the
requisite discipline has been gone through probably non-co-opera-
tion will be found to be unnecessary.
; As it is, I observe the necessity for individuals to prepare them-
selves in Kathiawar as well as in other parts of India. Individuals
spirit of service/renunciation, truth, nonviolence,